
OCTOBER saints 
Mission 
 
October 2019 has been declared Extraordinary Month of Mission 
 
1 •St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus of Lisieux, French, Carmelite nun, patron of the missions, 1873 

- 1897. 
   “I applied myself above all to practice quite hidden little acts of virtue; thus I liked to fold the 

mantles forgotten by the Sisters, and sought a thousand opportunities of rendering them 
service.” 

Saint Thérèse 
   “The significance of our smallest acts! The significance of the little things we leave undone! 

The protests we do not make, the stands we do not take, we who are living in the world.” 
             Dorothy Day, Therese 

“[Jesus] opened the book of nature before me, and I saw that every flower He has created has a 
beauty of its own; that the splendor of the rose and the lily’s whiteness do not deprive the 
violent of its scent, nor make less ravishing the daisy’s charm. I saw that if every little flower 
wished to be a rose, nature would lose Her Spring adornments, and the fields would be no 
longer enameled with their varied flowers.” 

Saint Thérèse, Story of a Soul, (Chapter 1), p. 2 
“In spite of my littleness, I would like to enlighten souls as did the Prophets and the Doctors. I 
have the vocation of the Apostles. I would like to travel over the whole earth to preach your 
Name and to plant your glorious cross on infidel soil. But…one mission alone would not be 
sufficient for me, I would want to preach the Gospel on all the five continents simultaneously 
and even to the most remote isles. I would be a missionary, not for a few years only, but from the 
beginning of creation until the consummation of the ages.” 

Saint Thérèse 
2 •Mohandas K. Gandhi born, 1869. 

“Whether you wet your hands in the water-basin, fan the fire with the bamboo bellows, set 
down endless columns of figures at a desk, labour in the rice-field with your head in the 
burning sun and your feet in the mud, or stand at work before the smelting furnace, so long as 
you do not do all this with just the same religiousness as if you were monks praying in a 
monastery, the world will never be saved.” 

            Mohandas K. Gandhi 
 

 • Blessed Jan Beyzym, SJ (1850-1912), Polish Jesuit missionary to Madagascar, servant of lepers. 
“One’s country is where the greater service of God and help of the souls is found. It does not 
matter where you live: at the equator or at the North Pole. What really matters is to die in the 
service of the Lord Jesus . . .” 

Blessed Jan Beyzym, SJ 
3 •Death of St. Francis of Assisi, 1226. 
 
 •Brother Antonio Bargiggia, 43 year-old Italian Missionary, member of Friends of the Poor, 

project director for Jesuit Refugee services, killed, October 3, near Kibimbi, Burundi, 2000.  



   “Our charism [in the community of ‘Friends of the Poor] is that of living the gospel among 
the poorest and most abandoned people, trying to live a life like that of Jesus in the 
simplicity of Nazareth. And that’s why we chose to be in the area of Buterere and why we 
live in a house like the people here. 

   “Prayer, poverty and charity to those who have the greatest need are the guiding principles of 
our presence; manual work and weariness make us feel closer to these poor people and help 
us to understand their suffering and the difficulties they have to endure. 

   “This choice to share their lives with them comes from a deep conviction that religious life 
should as far as possible, reflect the life of Jesus, in order to be able to transmit goodness and 
love to the world. 

   “In our smallness we want to be this reflection for the people of our area.” 
Antoine Bargiggia, May, 2000 

 
4 •St. Francis of Assisi, the Little Poor Man of Assisi, founder of the Franciscan orders, c. 1181-

1226. 
“The peace which you proclaim with words must dwell even more abundantly in your hearts. Do 
not provoke others to anger or give scandal. Rather, let gentleness draw them to peace, goodness, 
and concord. This is our vocation: to heal wounds, to bind what is broken, to bring home those 
who are lost.” 

         St. Francis, in Legend of the Three Companions 
 

 •Carlo Carretto, Little Brother of Jesus, spiritual writer, died, 1988. 
   When you feed the hungry 
   When you defend the weak 
    you believe in the resurrection. 
   When you have the courage to marry 
   When you welcome the newly-born child 
   When you build your home 
    you believe in the resurrection. 
   When you wake at peace in the morning 
   When you sing to the rising sun 
   When you go to work with joy 
    you believe in the resurrection. 

            Carlo Carretto 
 

Carlo Carretto puts these words in the mouth of Saint Francis in I, Francis 
 Owing to the upbringing I had received at my mother’s hand, as well as the attitude of the 
church I had been attending up until that time, I had always thought that it was we rich and 
well-to-do who would be the ones to rescue the poor. The latter depended on us, it seemed, 
and our generosity was their salvation. Without us they would have been destined to death. 

  What blindness was ours and mine! ... 
  It was the poor who would be my salvation, and not I theirs. 
  It was they who would put me back on my feet. 

 



5 •Blessed Alberto Marvelli (1918-1946), engineer, leader of Catholic Action in Rimini, Italy, 
political activist, cared for the poor and liberated persons being deported in Nazi train cars by 
breaking open the locks; died after being hit by a truck while bicycling to a political meeting. • 

 
•Annalena Tonelli , (1943–2003), missionary to Kenya and Somalia. Killed in Somalia. 

“[Those] who count for nothing in the eyes of the world, but so much in the eyes of God . . . 
have need of us, and we must be with them and for them, and it doesn’t matter at all if our 
action is like a drop of water in the ocean. Jesus Christ did not speak about results. He only 
spoke about loving each other, about washing each other’s feet, of forgiving each other 
always.” 

Annalena Tonelli 
 

6 •Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Canadian, founder of the Sisters of the Holy Names, dedicated 
to the education and care of the poor, 1811-1849. 

 
7.  •Eileen Egan, peacemaker, advocate of nonviolence, friend of the world’s poor, worker with 

Catholic Relief Services, co-founder of Pax Christi USA, died, 2000. 
“My life has had a single strain: to see Jesus in every human being, to realize that each one is 
inviolable and sacred in the eyes of God, and then to translate that into everything I do. This is 
the heart of anything I’ve done, the heart of my peace work.” 

Eileen Egan 
 

8 •Penny Lernoux, author on the Latin American church, died, 1989. 
“I feel that I’m walking down a new path. It’s not physical fear or fear of death, because the 
courageous poor in Latin America have taught me a theology of life that, through solidarity and 
our common struggle, transcends death. Rather, it is a sense of helplessness — that I who always 
wanted to be the champion of the poor am just as helpless — that I, too, must hold out my 
begging bowl; that I must learn — am learning — the ultimate powerlessness of Christ. It is a 
cleansing experience. So many things seem less important, or not at all, especially the ambitions.” 

           Penny Lernoux 
“You can look at a slum or a peasant village, but it is only by entering into the world -- by living 
in it -- that you begin to understand what it is like to be powerless, to be like Christ.” 

Penny Lernoux 
 

9. •St. Luís Beltran, OFM, Spanish Domincan missionary to Colombia, 1581. 
 
 •Saint John Henry Newman, Cardinal, (1801-1890). His feast is on the day he was received into 

the Catholic Church in 1845. 
God has created me to do Him some definite service. 
He has committed some work to me  
which he has not committed to another. 
I have a mission. 
I may never know it in this life 
but I shall be told it in the next. 



I am a link in a chain, 
a bond of connection between persons. 
He has not created me for naught. 
I shall do good — I shall do His work; 
I shall be an angel of peace, 
a preacher of truth in my own place, 
while not intending it, 
if I but keep His commandments. 
Therefore I will trust Him. 
Whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. 
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him. 
In perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. 
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 
He does nothing in vain.  
He knows what He is about.  
He may take away my friends. 
He may throw me among strangers. 
He may make me feel desolate, 
make my spirits sink, 
hide my future from me —  
still He knows what He is about. 
     John Henry Cardinal Newman 
 

 •Magda Trocmé, rescuer of Jews during the Second World War, in the village of Le Chambon 
sur Lignon, France, with her husband, Reformed Church pastor André Trocmé, died, 1996. 

“I do not hunt around to find people to help. But I never close my door, never refuse 
somebody who comes to me and asks for something. This I think is my kind of religion. You 
see, it is a way of handling myself. When things happen, not things I plan, but things sent by 
God or by chance, when people come to my door, I feel responsible.” 

      Magda Trocmé 
 

• Mollie Rogers, M.M. (1882–1955), founder of the Maryknoll Sisters  
 
11 •Luís de Bolaños, Franciscan missionary, precursor of the indigenous missions, translator of the 

catechism, apostle of the Guaraní, 1629. 
  
 •Fr. Joâo Bosco Burnier, S.J., Jesuit priest, martyr of the Amazon, shot while going to the 

defense of two women being tortured, Riberão Bonita, Mato Grosso, Brazil, 1976. He died the 
next day. 

“In this world of fear and force, it will be a miracle if justice triumphs in the end; but miracles 
do exist.” 

       João Bosco Burnier, in a letter to Cardinal Arns 
 



13 •Madeleine Delbrêl (1904-1964), French Catholic lay woman, founder of équipes (small core 
groups) of women living simply in community, advocate of dialogue with the Communists, 
peace advocate, died. 

Christ does not provide his followers with a set of wings to flee into heaven, but with a weight 
to drag them into the deepest corners of the earth. What may seem to be the specifically 
missionary vocation is in fact simply what it means to be embraced by Christ. 
Despite any apparent contradiction, we diminish and falsify our love for Christ and the 
Church wherever we diminish that which draws us to the world and enables us to plunge 
ourselves into it. This is what the love of the world means, a love that is not an identification 
with the world, but a gift to it. 

Madeleine Delbrel, We, The Ordinary People of the Street 
 

16. •Dean Brackley, S.J., (1946-2011), Jesuit priest, after working in the South Bronx and teaching 
at Fordham University, he joined the staff of the Central American University in El Salvador, 
after the 1979 killing of six Jesuits there. He taught at the university, ministered in a rural 
village, and regularly returned to the US to provide a missionary witness to the presence of the 
poor of El Salvador. Died of pancreatic cancer.   

 
17. •Richard Michael Fernando, S.J., (1970-1996) Filipino Jesuit seminarian at the Center of the 

Dove, Bantesy Prieb Technical School for the Handicapped, Cambodia, killed protecting the 
students from an angry student threatening to lob a grenade, 1996. 

   I wish when I die, that people remember 
   not how great, powerful, or talented I was, 
   but that I served and spoke for the truth. 
   I gave witness to what is right. 
   I was sincere with all my words and actions. 
   In other words, I loved and followed Christ. 

       Richie Fernando, S.J., retreat diary, January 3, 1996 
 

20. •Fr. Ray Herman, priest of the archdiocese of Dubuque, Iowa, U. S. missionary among the 
Quechua, killed in Morochata, Cochabamba, Bolivia, 1975. 

“Ever since college I have wanted to give everything to our Lord, and only since I have come to 
Morochata do I feel that I am really happy and, to some degree at least, successful in giving all 
to Christ.” 

            Fr. Ray Herman 
 

 •Sisters Barbara Ann Muttra and Mary Joel Kolmer, U.S. missionaries in Liberia, killed, 1992. 
 
21. • Saint Laura de Santa Catalina de Siena (Madre Laura Montoya Upegui) (1894-1949), founder 

of the Missionary Sisters of Mary Immaculate and St. Catherine of Siena, missionary to the 
Colombia indigenous, especially in the jungle of Dabeiba. 

“Where’s a need for intrepid women, valiant and on fire with the love of God, who would be 
able to unite their lives with those of the poor inhabitants of the jungle, to lift them toward 
God.” 



Saint Laura 
 
23. •Sisters Kathleen McGuire, Shirley Kolmer, and Agnes Mueller, U.S. missionaries in Liberia, 

Sisters Adorers of the Precious Blood of Christ, killed in the Gardnerville section of Monrovia, 
Liberia, 1992. 

   “That's where God is. Right there, in that struggle, in that hassle.” 
Sister Agnes Mueller 

  
 •Blessed Sister Esther Paniagua and Blessed Sister Caridad María Alvarez, Spanish 

Augustinian Missionaries, killed in the Bab-el-Ued section of Algiers, Algeria, 1994. 
 
24. •Fr. Thomas T. Anchaninkal, S.J. (1951-1997), [A.T. Thomas], state of Bihar, India, advocate 

of the dalits [untouchables], disappeared, found decapitated on October 26/27, 1997 
“when one works for the poor, these [the possibility of being killed] are the things which one 
has to face. Jesus would not have died on the cross if he had not made the option for the poor. 
He would have died from a heart attack. Jesus made the option for the poor and he inspires 
me to do the same.” 

 A. T. Thomas in an interview 
 
25 •Henri Perrin (1914-1954), French worker-priest. 
   “The presence of priests really living among the masses seems to me a necessary condition of 

reform and progress.” 
Henri Perrin 

 
29 •Archbishop Christophe Munzihirwa, S.J., (1926-1996) archbishop of Bukavu, Zaire, protector 

of Hutu and Tutsi refugees, proponent of democracy, assassinated by Rwanda soldiers in 
Bukava, 1996. 

   “There are things that can be seen only with eyes that have cried.” 
   “God's mercy, which breaks the chain of vengeance, is hurtful to militants on every side. But in 

reality, that is the only thing that can definitively shatter the infernal circle of vengeance.” 
   “Despite anguish and suffering, the Christian who is persecuted for the cause of justice finds 

spiritual peace in total and profound assent to God, in accord with a vocation that can lead 
even to death.” 

Archbishop Munzihirwa, S.J. 
 
 


